- CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, Wédnesday, Oct. 2, 1974

Battle to locate missing somn

Mother refuses to be silent

By Diane Monk

. An Evanstoa woman who be-
lieves she saw a picture of her
missing sen last week in Mexi-
co City now says she'll petition

the government-for a full in- . . '
letter.” her Mexico trip. etition urging a full in- i *,» THe Rev, Pau] Lindst h ha led .
vestigation of the whereabouts prints or a p ging . ¢ Rev, Pa strom, who has
’/ of allbmen reported missing in Now Mrs. MacDonald | Now Mrs. MacDonald says vestigation of State Depart- o 'the effort to account for 2,556 service- t)he(ix}; h}?xl‘ii prI;O(t)\fvoMlogZ?il(l)tnsas 131012 {;,t 2%
action in Southeast Asia. doesn’t know when or if she or | she wants to have a sworn | ment dealings with Commu- / © U men who never returned from Viet g" l wl iet.
Mr. Lindstrom will hear from | statement prepared describing | nist-controlled countries. 7 b Nam ‘left for Paris Sunday might to try * Nam. '

Mrs. Jean MacDonald sad

she received a call from 2

i State Department official on

Monday, after reports ‘of her

trip to .Mexico City appeared
in local newspapers..

“The nature of the call was
intimidation,” Mrs. MacDo-
nald charged. “I was asked
not to talk uny more about my
experience.”

But the widowed mother of
nine, is not intimidated. She
doesn't belieye the government
V is doing cnough to locate her

son, George, whose plane was
shot down over Laos on Dec.
41, 1972, or other men reported
missing in action in Southeast
Atia

NIRS, MacDONALD flew to
Mexico City last Thursday
with the Rev. Paul Lindstrom,
' exccutive director of the Chris-
tian Defense League, and an-
other league official.

While there, she said, the
three met with two uniden-
tified “Orientals” who showed
Mrs. MacDonald a picture of

T o

. v e od —me-

ceveral men, o of whomn she

But the plucky mother said
she refused that offer, telling
the Asian, “If you kuow where
these men are, let the ex-
change of money be for the
person, not for some finger-

the mysterious contacts again,
but she hasn’t given up hope of
seeing her sdn alive.

Donald, a former member of
the Ohio State varsity track
team, “looked simply terrible
in the photograph, like one of
those pictures you see of un-
dernourished people. His arms
were thin, with bones protrud-
ing.. . ."

Mrs. MacDonald was ang-
ered by the plea for silence
from the State Department of-
ficial, and remains convinced
that the government hasn't
done enough for MIAs.

She said the official told her
that Sec. of State Henry A.

Kissinger had been in touch
with Pathet Lao during the
last week and that she should
have informed the CIA or
some other government agen-
cy, not the news media, about

s -

her Mexico experience and
that she will send copies to
President Ford, Atty. Gen,
Wititam Saxbe and every sena-
tor and congressman, Along
with the statement will go a

b ]

HOWEVER, she said Mac-
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. jl AT LEAST-38. Amerlean ‘servicemen
4 Who have been missing. since the end of
"' the Viet-Nam war and declared dead by

' 'o.live. a Prosl)oct Helg&xts mmlster said
'Sunday y

' officials who have requested: politicul
Ayt asylum n exchange for: mformatxon
"1 about the 88 servicemen, © . ..

\ .1 Lindsirom said he has Vstrong: evis
> 1" dence” the two men are the same diplo-
)" mats who showed him evidence in-1976 -
2ho ) that, nearly +400 American servicemen:,
' "'/ captw,ed in/ Laos Were being held’ m ;

w Vlet Nam,‘

LINDSTROM-SAID e md 5 e
VL,tnamese in Mexxco City in:the fall of”
o 1076 whue they were trymg to gam poht

i .the " Defense Department may still be ',

o meet yith two former Vietnamese ,

country R i oo
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Pasﬁw renewé répmt&s W
‘ @f 38, lwmg Vwi P@Ws

‘ ical asylum in the Unlted States. Thuy
* then refused to divulge any information.
" for fear of reprisal from the new Viet- -

namese’ [,ovemment -

“1 do riot know if 1 will be allowed to
see them or if they have any solid evi-
~~dence,” Lindstrom sald before depart-
- ing. “But they have told French officlals

One of the 38 beheved to be ahve is

Air Torce Capt. George MacDonald pt
_‘Evanston, Lindstrom said, He was ruled
to. he “presumed killed .in action”, on- "

! Feb. 12 and was one of the last POW-
MIA cases to be cleared by -the govem- 1
ment. - S E

\LINDSTROM CHARGDD the govem- -

ment was declaring: all POW- MIAS ‘as”
"-'dead in' order to “clear the slate with:
'Viet Nam” in order- to establish diplo-
.matic relations thh the' communist .
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believes s her son, (JLU”'L,l
nove 2
“The lwo Asiang refused lun
,.IVL Mrs, MacDonald e pic- \
ture, hut offered to sel! her o
' Jtter from her son and his tin-
’ serprints for a price she wiil i
quote only as o “larpé sum of |
money.! [
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